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AUSTRALIAN SPACE AGENCY 
350. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
Given that the Australian Space Agency is expected to become operational on 1 July 2018—that is in about two 
weeks’ time—offering a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to Western Australia to be a central contributor to our 
future space industry, why is this government only at the stage of releasing a capability study when all other 
jurisdictions have already put detailed proposals to the commonwealth government? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am somewhat surprised at being asked about the space agency. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: This is an important project. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is an important issue. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You are the minister for state development. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You shouldn’t be surprised. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am surprised! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: That is the problem. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I was preparing for other issues. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, we have only just started after a break. You have asked a question — 

An opposition member interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I beg your pardon? Premier. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I was preparing for other issues, but I am pleased the Leader of the Opposition has asked 
me about space—it is a big subject matter. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You are being flippant. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, it is. As we know, the commonwealth government announced plans for a space 
agency and obviously there is some requirement for locational issues in respect of where its operations might be 
conducted from. The Minister for Science has been working with the commonwealth government and presenting 
the Western Australian case for why there might be operations here. I know he has been working very hard on 
space. For instance, late last year representatives from the European Space Agency came to Western Australia. 
We met with them. I think the minister personally took them to New Norcia to show them some of the operations 
and the capabilities in New Norcia. Also in relation to the space agency, we have some other advantages, including 
the Square Kilometre Array, the facilities in Carnarvon and the facilities in Geraldton. We have been presenting 
the case for why Western Australia’s location and also our historical involvement with these issues means that 
Western Australia is a good location. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I understand the minister has got Peter Klinken, the Chief Scientist — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: There is no proposal. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He has got Peter Klinken, the Chief Scientist, working on a proposition or putting together 
a proposition that has been presented, as I understand it. I would have thought that is what a good state government 
does—we take up the case, we put forward the opportunities and we present the reasons why Western Australia is 
a great location for such a facility. 
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